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Basis of the report 



3. 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 



j I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language » 

' ■ which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report): 



□ 



the international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 
1-22 



pages 



as originally filed/furnished 



pages* 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the claims: 



nos. 
nos.* 
nos.' 
nos.' 



as originally filed/furnished 



1-30 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

08.12.2004 with letter 
received by this Authority on of 08.12.2004 

received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 

sheets 1/5-5/5 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 
□ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 



□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify) : 



j ~"1 This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
' ' they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ 

the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs ' 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify) : 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. ' 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-30 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 




YES 




Claims 


1-30 


NO 


Industrial applicability (I A) 


Claims 


1-30 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

1. The present application does not meet the 

requirements of PCT Article 33(1) because the 
subject matter of claim 1 does not involve an 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 



1.1 DE-A-10053446 (cf. figure 1) is regarded as the 

prior art closest to the subject matter of claim 1 
and discloses a soil-compacting system with a 
travelling and steerable vibration plate and a 
control device, the control device comprising: 



• a motion, i.e. position change sensing system 
(which senses at least two successive positions) 
(6) for sensing the current position of the 
vibration plate; 



• a path of travel generator (7) for modifying the 
direction of travel by setting a set value for a 
travelling motion of the vibration plate. 



1.2 Consequently, the subject matter of claim 1 

differs from the known vibration plate in that an 
area definition system is provided to enable an 
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operator to determine the area to be compacted and 
its corresponding boundaries, and in that the path 
of travel generator modifies the direction of 
travel in such a way that the vibration plate does 
not travel past the area boundaries, but rather 
continues its travel within the area. 



1.3 The present invention can therefore be considered 
to address the problem of relieving the operator. 

1.4 The solution proposed in claim 1 of the present 
application cannot be considered inventive because 
the design of working machines which are self- 
propelled within area boundaries predetermined by 
an operator is generally known (cf., for example, 
US-A-4600999, column 3, lines 18-35, or US-A- 
6088644, figures 7-10) . A person skilled in the 
art would apply the prior art teachings, include 
an area definition system and design the path of 
travel generator accordingly, so as to prevent the 
working machine from travelling past the area 
boundaries, and would thus arrive at a vibration 
plate as per claim 1 without being inventive. 



2. The same argument also applies to the independent 
process claims 27 and 28. The subject matter of 
these claims therefore also fails to involve an 
inventive step. 



In this context it is noted that although the 
device in US-A-6088644 is automatically steered 
along a planned path, the reaching of the end of a 
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travelling section, which is defined by the 
intersection with an area boundary, could be 
understood as "sensing the approach to one of the 
area boundaries", and the subsequent change of 
direction along the planned path of travel could 
be understood as an "automatic change in the 
direction of travel". 

Moreover, the expression "storing.. .in an area 
definition system" (claim 28) corresponds to the 
expression "def ining...with a surface definition 
system" (claim 27), and "travelling along a 
planned path" (claim 28) happens "within the area 
boundaries" (claim 27) . 

Reference is also made to document FR-A-2697098 
(cf. page 5, line 33 - page 6, line 3), which 
discloses a self-propelled machine which senses 
marked area boundaries, by means of detectors 
mounted on the vehicle, and automatically 
(randomly) changes the direction of travel, 

3. Dependent claims 2-26 and 29-30 do not appear to 

contain any features which, in combination with 
the features of any claim to which they refer, 
meet the PCT inventive step requirements; see the 
citations and the corresponding passages indicated 
in the search report. 
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